Introduction
The Appalachian Basin is one of the most important coal-producing regions in the United States. The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) recently assessed five coal-bearing regions, including the Appalachian Basin (Northern and Central Appalachian Basin Coal Regions Assessment Team, in press). The USGS coal resource assessments have produced digital coal maps and databases, or models, which characterize the coal beds and coal zones that will provide the bulk of U.S. production for the next several decades.
The assessments were designed to provide geoscientists, policy makers, planners, and the public with concise geologic information on the quantity and quality of remaining coal resources.
The Appalachian basin has historically been subdivided into three coal regions based on regional geologic structure and stratigraphy: the northern region in western Pennsylvania, eastern Ohio, western Maryland, and northern West Virginia; the central region in west-central and southwestern West Virginia, eastern Kentucky, northern Tennessee, and southwestern Virginia; and the southern region in southern Tennessee, northern Alabama and northwestern Georgia. Only coal beds, coal zones, and coal production in the northern and central Appalachian Basin coal regions were evaluated, because less than 5 percent of the Appalachian Basin production has occurred in the southern coal region. 
Federal Lands
In the western U.S., Federal lands are extensive in the coal-bearing regions.
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